INTER-MOUNTAIN WATERSHED DISTRICT
GROW PROGRAM
What is the GROW Program?

Guiding Principles
Watershed-Based

Identified under the Water Pillar in Manitoba’s Climate and
Green Plan, Growing Outcomes in Watersheds (GROW) is a way
of encouraging the delivery of ecological goods and services
(EG&S). GROW promotes the conservation of natural areas and
land use changes that provide EG&S on agricultural land. The
program works with farmers to develop projects that work for
their operations and maintain or improve local watershed
health.

Locally-Driven
Producer-Focused
Measurable Outcomes
Sustainable
Balances Incremental with Existing EG&S

GROW is a made-in-Manitoba program on working lands that
focuses on farming the best, conserving the rest. With a focus
on watershed health, management and resiliency, GROW
projects will help reduce flooding and drought vulnerability
and improve water quality and nutrient management in
Manitoba.

Collaborative

Priority Outcomes
Improved watershed resilience

GROW is Locally
Driven, Locally
Delivered

to the impacts of a changing
climate (ex. extreme weather
events, drought, and flooding)
Improved water quality (ex.
improved nutrient management)

Co-Benefits

GROW and Conservation Trusts
The Province of Manitoba has endowed $204 million with The
Winnipeg Foundation, made up of $102 million in The
Conservation Trust (2018-19), $52 million in The GROW Trust
(2019-20), and $50 million in The Wetlands GROW Trust (201920). Annual interest generated from the three trusts funds Local
GROW Programs that provide EG&S to Manitobans.

Contact your local
GROW Coordinator:
Jessa McNabb

Call the Coordinator
Office: (204) 742-3764
Cell: (204) 621-7472

Improved on-farm water
management
Enhanced sustainable agriculture
production
Improved biodiversity and habitat
Carbon sequestration and storage

Go to our website
www.imwd.ca

Email the Coordinator
imwd.jessam@gmail.com

Funding provided by the
Manitoba government

How can I benefit from the GROW Program?
There are two types of landowner incentives:
Establishment costs (infrastructure): The cost of establishing projects that provide
enhanced or new EG&S. These costs include labour, equiptment and material costs.
Annual payments: Annual incentive payments for acres enrolled in Local GROW
Programs are availlable for producers.

What types of projects are eligible within the GROW Program?
In order to achieve targeted improvements to watershed health, Local GROW Committees focus on
priority outcomes and co-benefits that are consistent with integrated watershed management plans.
Activities that are eligible include:
Wetland Conservation,
Riparian area Conservation,
Water Retention
Restoration or Enhancement Restoration or enhancement

Buffer Establishment

Upland area Conservation,
Restoration or Enhancement

Funding provided by the
Manitoba government

Water Retention
Water retention projects increase adaptive capacity for climate change, landscape and ecosystem
resiliency, including reducing peak flows and enhancing water supply opportunities for agricultural
use. Water retention projects should enhance water management capabilities at various scales,
including on-farm and watershed scales.
Projects including small dams, temporary backfloods, or on-farm water retention basins, can reduce
flooding downstream, improve water quality, and provide local habitat benefits.

Eligible Practices
Small dam construction
Other structures and activities for permanent or temporary water retention (ex: berms and
gated culverts)

Ineligible Practices
Water retention activites
designed to consolodate
wetlands.
Irrigation infrastructure (Although
it could be integrated into an
approved GROW-funded project
at the landowners expense)
Dugout construction
Surface and sub-furface drainage
excavation and installation
(although it could be integrated
into an approved GROW-funded
project at the landowners
expense
Preference will be given to projects that
provide multiple benefits. All projects will
be required to obtain all necessary
licenses, permits, and approvals prior to
construction.

Benefits

Reduction of sediments,
nutrients, contaminants &
Pesticides

Reduced peak flows

Enahnced water storage

Improved water quality
Protection to aquifers &
enhancement of recharge

Funding provided by the
Manitoba government

Riparian Area Management
Riparian areas are the vegetated (trees, shrubs, and herbs) zones adjacent to rivers, streams, lakes,
and wetlands. A riparian area is considered a transition zone or interface between a waterbody or
wetland, and the surrounding drier upland.
Riparian areas need to be healthy to function at a high level. Healthy riparian areas can produce an
abundance of forage, and provide shelter for livestock and maintain habitat for wildlife and fish. A
producer can enhance economic and environmental productivity by improving both the condition and
function of a riparian area.

Eligible Practices
Enhancement of existing riparian areas on private lands that result in measurable incremental
benefits. For example, this may include fencing that optimizes grazing impacts, alternative
watering systems. improved stream crossings, constructed works to stabilize banks and prevent
erosion, and reestablishment of riparian vegetation
Restoration of degraded riparian areas. For example, constructed works to stabilize banks and
prevent erosion, re-establishing important riparian vegetation (ex: native trees or shrubs) or
other types of projects that would improve riparian health and function
Conservation of existing healthy riparian areas on private lands

Water storage and flow reductions that reduce
downstream flooding during high water events

Carbon storage and sequestration

Riverbank and shoreline stabilization and erosion control
Wildlife habitat and continuity, and greater biodiversity
Improved surface water
quality by capturing
sediments

Greater landscape resiliency to the impacts of climate change

Funding provided by the
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Upland area Conservation, Enhancement, or Restoration
Natural upland areas, such as treed areas and grasslands, may require rejuvenation in order to function
optimally. Some of these areas may also be vulnerable to conversion to other land uses, such as annual
cropping or development. These natural areas are valued, as they delay and reduce runoff from rain events and
spring runoff, thereby reducing flooding and erosion, and stabilizing soils. They can also increase groundwater
recharge and provide wildlife and pollinator habitat, thus enhancing biodiversity. Many areas of native
grassland serve as important habitat for species at risk. Enhancement of grassland areas may require changes
in grazing management practices and other activities, such as controlled burns. Management of these areas
through activities such as selective harvesting and replanting or brush management, may be necessary to
sustain ecological function.

Eligible Practices
Conservation of existing native prairie and woodlands or highly erodible upland areas on private lands.
Enhancement of existing natural and managed areas on private lands that result in measurable
incremental benefits. For example, improved woodlot and native range management practices that
enhance carbon sequestration and biodiversity.
Restoration of soils, former natural areas or severely degraded existing natural areas. For example, this
may include soil health crops, re-establishment of perennial native/tame cover on sensitive lands, or
reforestation of previous wooded areas. This could also include a period of required maintenance (ex:
weeding, mulching and watering).
Permanent or alternative fencing and alternative watering systems are eligible under GROW to
improve grazing strategies that support grassland and pasture health in sensitive and marginal areas.
Establishment of soil health crops could include cover crops, green manures and polycropping

Ineligible Practices
Farm equipment used for conventional practices, including conservation and zero tillage equipment (not
funded through GROW; however, may be an important component of soil management at landowner’s
expense).
Practices that are considered standard for most farmers in a region (ex: zero tillage)

Funding provided by the
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Wetland Conservation, Enhancement, or Restoration
A wetland is a permanently or temporarily water-saturated area characterized by distinct plant and
soil types. Wetlands in Agro-Manitoba have been lost and degraded at an alarming rate because of
human activities such as drainage. The benefits derived from wetlands are extensive: wetlands help to
prevent flooding, filter and purify water, recharge groundwater, maintain baseflow to waterways
(especially important during dry periods), reduce erosion, and provide extensive habitat to support
biodiversity.

Eligible Practices
Conservation of existing Class 1 and 2 wetlands on
private lands with priority for:
Class 1 and 2 wetlands on annual croplands due to a higher risk of loss. Continued cropping of these wetlands
is permitted as long as wetlands are not drained or filled. Class 1 and 2 wetlands
in seeded forages on Canada Land Inventory Class 1-3 soils are eligible, but those in Canada
Land Inventory Class 4, 5, or 6 soils are of low priority.
Class 1 and 2 wetlands less than 5 acres in size should be prioritized due to higher risk of loss and greater
biodiversity benefits.
Local areas of the watershed with greater densities of wetlands (for example a minimum of 20 basins of all
classes or 20% of wetland area per quarter section).
Enhancement of existing wetlands (all classes) on private lands to provide measurable incremental increases in
wetland benefits. For example, re-establishing a perennial upland buffer (inter-pothole seeding) around a wetland,
fencing, off-site watering, grazing management to limit grazing disturbance or other types of projects that would
improve wetland health and benefits.
Restoration of drained or degraded wetlands on private lands. For example, this may include plugging surface
drains or re-establishing natural topographic contours.
Terminal basins could be included in Local GROW Programs., with a focus on extreme or chronic situations.

Ineligible Practices
Projects that are part of a compensation requirement under The Water Rights Act.
Projects that pay incentives for flooded areas without assiciated land use conversion.

Benefits
Improved wildlife habitat and
biodiversity

Enhanced water storage

Protection to aquifers and enhancement of recharge

Reduced peak flows, which can
moderate the timing and
volume of runoff and reduce
negative impacts downstream

Improved water quality by
capturing sediments,
Increased carbon sequestration
nutrients, and
contaminants
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Buffer Establishment - Shelterbelts,
Multi-Species Buffer Strips
Buffers are natural or engineered transitions between landscape features managed for different outcomes.
Planting shelterbelts in yards, fields, around livestock facilities, and near dugouts offers many benefits, from
minimizing the impacts of wind, to creating habitat, and providing shelter to farmyards and livestock.
Shelterbelts planted near annually cropped fields also reduce wind erosion, while providing yield benefits to
adjacent crops. The objective of this activity is to help producers establish shelterbelts and support their
maintenance.
Eco-buffers are made up of multiple rows, using a variety of native trees and shrubs in a mixed planting
arrangement. Unlike most traditional single or limited-species shelterbelts, there is a much higher variety of
woody plants in an eco-buffer. The plants are predominantly native trees and shrubs, chosen from the local
ecozone.
Buffers and grassed waterways are areas of permanent vegetation in low areas that have water flow in spring
runoff or during heavy rain events. They are designed to convey concentrated runoff while preventing soil
erosion, flood effects, the formation of gullies, and nutrient and pesticide losses from a local collection area,
between two bodies of water, or along a flowing waterbody.

Eligible Practices
Establishment or Creation of new buffers
(shelterbelts, perennial cover buffers, or grassed waterways)
on private lands. This could also include a period of required
maintenance (ex: weeding, mulching and watering).
Enhancement of existing buffers on private lands that
result in measurable incremental benefits. For example,
expanding existing buffers by adding new rows or interplanting to increase species diversity within existing buffers.

Benefits
Reduced soil erosion
Improved water conservation efforts
Improved wildlife and pollinator habitat
Increased crop yields
Increased carbon sequestration
Thermal protection for livestock

Restoration of degraded buffers. For example, this may
include re-establishment of buffer vegetation, pruning and
removal of dead or diseased trees.

Reduced surface runoff and
enhanced water quality

Stabilized stream banks

Ineligible Practices
Tree species intended for harvesting for economic benefit (ex: Christmas trees and fruit orchards).
Purchase and relocation of ornamental trees.
Purchase and relocation of established trees from non-nursery areas.
Species that are extremely vulnerable to disease (ex: emerald ash borer) or deemed to be invasive.
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Inter-Mountain Watershed District
Conservation Program office
Box 328, Ethelbert, MB R0L 0T0
Phone: (204) 742-3764 Fax: (204) 742-3721

GROW Program
Application Form

Jessa McNabb
GROW Coordinator
Cell: (204) 621-7472
Email: imwd.jessam@gmail.com

Please Print

Date:

Name of Landowner (if
different from applicant):

Applicant Name:
Applicants Mailing Address:
Town:
Phone:
Legal Address of Project Site:

Province:
Cell:

Postal Code:
Email:

(Section/Township Range; Street; Lot/Plan)

Municipality in which Project is Located:

Diagram of Project Site
Show Location of the proposed project site, and
other features such as rivers, streams, yard site, etc.
N

Project Description
Provide project details such as the size of the proposed project
area, history of the problem, other landowners affected.
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